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CONFIDENTIAL BUDAPEST 2055 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: HU, RO, PGOV, PINT 

SUBJECT: KADAR-CEAUSESCU MEETING 

REF: (A) BUCHAREST 4560; (B) BUDAPEST 1998 

1 . SUMMARY. AS REF A POINTS OUT. ROMANIAN ACKNOWLEDGEMENT 
OF HUNGARIAN MINORITY ISSUE IN COMMUNIQUE FOLLOWING JUNE 15-16 
KADAR-CEAUSESCU MEETING IS UNPRECEDENTED. FROM GOH POINT OF 
VIEW, THIS ACKNOWLEDGEMENT ALONG WITH LONG SOUGHT PERMISSION 
FOR HUNGARY TO OPEN CONSULATE IN CLUJ CONSTITUTES MAJOR ADVANCE 
IN HUN GARI AN -ROMANIAN RELATIONS, AND CLOSE TO MAXIMUM GOH 
MIGHT HAVE EXPECTED TO ACHIEVE AT THIS MEETING. EMBASSY 

OFFERS ADDITIONAL COMMENT BELOW TO SUPPLEMENT EARLIER REPORTS 
REFTELB. END SUMMARY. 

2. IT SIGNIFICANT THAT HUNGARIANS THEMSELVES HAVE PUBLICLY 
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EXPRESSED THEIR SATISFACTION WITH NEW DEVELOPMENTS. 

KADAR IN HIS TOAST AT DEBRECEN FOR EXAMPLE: "WE HAVE 
GAINED IMPRESSION IN COURSE OF OUR TALKS THAT BOTH SIDES 
ARE READY TO PAY SUITABL ATTENTION TO QUESTIONS IN OUR 
RELATIONS THAT REQUIRE A SETTLEMENT IN SPIRIT OF FRIEND- 
SHIP, COOPERATION AND INTERNATIONALISM." IN ADDITION, 

HSWP PAPER NEPSZABADSAG ON JUNE 18 CHARACTERIZED KADAR- 
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CEAUSESCU "NEGOTIATIONS" AS AN IMPORTANT MILESTONE IN 
HUNGARINA-ROMANIAN RELATIONS WHICH WILL GIVE A NEW STIMULUS 
TO MULTIFACETED COOPERATION AND SERVE FRUITFULLY ENTIRE 
SOCIALIST COMMUNITY. 

3. IT IS A LENIST PRINCIPLE THAT NATIONALITIES MAY 

SERVE AS A BRIDGE BETWEEN NATIONS. AS NEPSZABADSAG JUNE 18 
STATES: PROPERLY APPLIED, LENINIST NATIONALIST POLICY CAN 
EFFECTIVELY SERVE GOALS OF BUILDING SOCIALISM IN 
HUNGARY AND ROMANIA. THUS, REFERENCE TO A "MARXIST 
LENINIST SOLUTION OF NATIONALITY QUESTION" CONTAINED IN 
COMMUNIQUE IS UNDOUBTEDLY SEEN BY GOH AS A FURTHER ASSURANCE 
OF CORRECT AND IMPROVED TREATMENT OF HUNGARIAN MINORITY IN 
ROMANIA. SIMILARLY, REFERENCE TO "INTERNATIONAL NORMS 
ADOPTED BY THE UNITED NATIONS ORGANIZATION CONCERNING THE 
ENFORCEMENT AND PROTECTION OF RIGHTS OF NATIONAL MINORITIES" 

IS ALSO SATISFYING TO GOH. DESPITE THEIR GENERAL SATIS- 
FACTION, HOWEVER, WE ARE CONFIDENT THAT HUNGARIANS WILL 
BE WATCHING CAREFULLY TO SEE WHAT PRACTICAL STEPS GOR 
TAKES TO IMPROVE LOT OF HUNGARIANS IN ROMANIA. 

4. CEAUSESCU IN HIS TOAST IN DEBRECEN AFFIRMED RIGHT 

TO EQUAL EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY FOR HUNGARIAN MINORITY 
AS WELL AS PRINCIPLE THAT ALL ROMANIANS SHOULD HAVE 
ACCESS TO SCIENCE AND CULTURE IN THEIR OWN LANGUAGE. 
SHORTCOMINGS IN THESE AREAS HAVE UNTIL NOW BEEN TWO 
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MAJOR HUNGARIAN COMPLAINTS. 

5. WITH REGARD TO NEW AGREEMENT ON BORDER TRAFFIC 
NEPSZABADSAG INDICATES THAT BORDER ZONE HAS BEEN 
EXTENDED FROM 15 TO 20 KILOMETERS IN WIDTH AND THAT 
NUMBER OF VISITS PERMITTED ACROSS BORDER BY MEMBERS LIVING 
IN THAT ZONE WILL HENCEFORTH BE INCREASED FROM 4 TO 12 
ANNUALLY. 

6. INTERESTING SIDLIGHT COOROBORATING EMBASSY BUCHAREST’S 
CONCLUSION THAT IT MAY STILL BE DIFFICULT TO BUILD BRIDGE 

OF TOGETHERNESS BETWEEN HUNGARY AND ROMANIA IS THAT IN ALL 
REPORTS PUBLISHED IN HUNGARY CONCERNING KADAR-CEAUSESCU 
MEETINGS INCLUDING CEAUSESCU’S TOAST, PLACE NAMES IN 
TRANSYLVANIA ARE ACCORDED HUNGARIAN APPELLATION: NAGYVARAD 
FOR ORADEA; KOLOZSVAR FOR CLUJ: ETC. 

7. THAT GOH HAS A LEGITIMATE RIGHT TO BE INTERESTED 

IN WELFARE OF HUNGARIAN MINORITY IN ROMANIA NOW SEEMS 
FIRMLY ESTABLISHED FOR FIRST TIME UNDER SOCIALIST 
REGIMES. WE AGREE WITH BUCHAREST THIS SHOULD CLEAR 
WAY FOR CEAUSESCU VISIT TO BUDAPEST. 
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8. FROM OUR PERCH WE ARE SOMEWHAT AT A LOSS TO EXPLAIN 
ROMANIA'S ACCEPTANCE OF LANGUAGE IN COMMUNIQUE ON MINORITIES 
SINCE THEY HAVE RESISTED HUNGARIAN EFFORTS TO OBTAIN SUCH 
LANGUAGE IN PAST. PERHAPS EXPLANATION LIES OUTSIDE FRAME- 
WORK OF HUNGARIAN-ROMANIAN BILATERAL RELATIONS. ALTHOUGH 
MINORITY ISSUE IS FAR FROM RESOLVED, KADAR HAS EARNED 
KUDOS OF INCREASINGLY NATIONALISTIC MAGYARS BY BRINGING 
ISSUE OUT IN OPEN. 

MUDD 
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